Frequently Asked Questions
1. What makes Portland Beauty School different?
Portland Beauty School is one of the few Competency-Based programs in the country, allowing us to
customize our educational program to suit the needs of our students. Our exceptional staff of educators
provides us with a unique blend of diversity in experience and knowledge. Our educators have a combined
total work experience of 135 years, including extensive training in Paul Mitchell and Aveda. We are also one
of the few that offers assessment testing for people with prior training.
2. What is the difference between Competency-Based learning vs. Clock Hour?
The Competency-Based program allows students to demonstrate that they are “competent” through
academic and practical testing. This allows students to accelerate through their training faster than the
traditional Clock-Hour program that are offered at other schools.
3. Will my license transfer to other states? Washington? California?
Once you have obtained your Oregon license you can transfer your license to Washington (reciprocity), and
you only have to pay their licensing fee without testing again. California offers reciprocity once you have
been actively licensed for three years. Every state has their own laws regulating Cosmetology licenses
between states. We encourage you to contact the state you will be relocating to and speak directly with
their State Board of Cosmetology.
4. Do you have Financial Aid? What Financing Options do you offer? Are you licensed?
Although we don’t currently offer Federal Financial Aid, we do offer Interest-Free in-house financing that
will enable you to break your tuition into affordable monthly payments. The benefit to our students is that
you will be able to complete your training completely DEBT-FREE! Through traditional Federal Loans, you
could be paying on your original loan for many years, easily doubling what you originally borrowed. We
have been licensed through the Oregon Department of Education for over 14 years.
5. Will I be learning less because I will be attending fewer hours?
Not at all, our accelerated learning program actually allows you to learn more in a shorter amount of time.
Because of our flexible scheduling, you have much more control as to the speed of your learning process.
6. How large are the classes?
We keep the class size to no more than 14 students. This allows for greater one-on-one time with your
instructor and a more positive classroom experience.
7. What is the schedule / How soon can I start?
PBS is open Tuesday through Saturday. We offer very flexible day and evening schedules that can easily
work around your daily life. Please see our Class Schedule.
8. What are the skills that I will be learning that will allow me to earn a living in this industry?
During your time in the core classroom, you will be learning the fundamentals of the trade. Once you
complete this basic training, we offer a wide variety of advanced training classes that will allow you to begin
your career with a head start over our competitors.

9. How long will it take to complete the programs? (times are approximate)
Hair Design – Days: 6-11 months
Hair Design – Evenings: 12-22 months
Esthetics – Days: 8 weeks
Esthetics – Evenings: 12 weeks
Nail Care - Days: 12-24 weeks
Nail Care – Evenings: 24 weeks
* The following programs can be completed faster if attending Saturday’s, and/or have prior
experience/hours.
10. What kind of jobs can I get when I graduate?
The career opportunities in this industry are endless. You can go as far as your passion, enthusiasm, and
desire will take you. You can be a Stylist, Nail Tech, Esthetician, Barber, or a specialist in any of these areas.
You can also enter into Salon Management or may the desire to own your salon. There are also
opportunities in Theater, Fashion Shows, Magazines, Television, Film, etc.
11. Do you help with job placement?
We offer placement services to our students by providing them with direct referrals for employment to
salon owners.
12. Will I be working on real people or just mannequins?
You will begin your training working on mannequins, family, friends, and other students. Once you enter
the Performance Floor, you will be working on paying customers; giving you real-life salon experience.
13. How much will it cost? (Price includes: Tuition, Kit, Supplies, Books, and Registration)
Hair Design: $8,900
Esthetics: $4,600
Nail Care: $2,900
Hair, Nails, and Esthetics: $12,800 ( $3,600 Savings)
14. Do I have to pay for parking?
No, we have FREE student parking. Most schools located downtown require students to pay approximately
$170.00 a month for parking fees.
15. Are you registered with the BBB?
Yes, and we currently carry an A+ rating.
16. Will I fit in?
We at Portland Beauty School pride ourselves on celebrating the diversity of people who attend our
campus. Our goal is to create an environment that is open and welcoming, while at the same time 100%
committed to your education and training. We look forward to adding your unique personality to our family
here at Portland Beauty School.

